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Australia's formal name is the Commonwealth of

Australia. The form of government used in Australia is
a constitutional monarchy — "constitutional” because the
powers and procedures of the Australian Government
are defined by a written constitution and "monarchy"
because Australia's head of state is Queen Elizabeth I1.
The Commonwealth of Australia was formed in
1901 when six independent British colonies agreed
to join together and become states of a new nation.
The rules of government for this new nation were
enshrined in the Australian Constitution, which defined
how the Australian Government was to operate and
what issues it could pass laws on. The Constitution

created a "federal" system of government. Under a
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federal system, powers are divided between a central
government and six individual states.

There are three "arms" of the Australian
Government:

The legislature (or parliament) is responsible for
debating and voting on new laws to be introduced under
the power of section 51.

The executive is responsible for enacting and
upholding the laws established by the legislature.
Certain members of the legislature (called ministers)
are also members of the executive, with special
responsibilities for certain areas of the law.

The judiciary is the legal arm of the Australian
Government. It is independent of the other two arms,
and is responsible for enforcing the laws and deciding
whether the other two arms are acting within their
powers.

Australia's system of government is founded in
the liberal democratic tradition. Based on the values of
religious tolerance, freedom of speech and association,
and the rule of law, Australia's institutions and practices
of government reflect British and North American
models. At the same time, they are uniquely Australian.

Governments of states and territories are responsible
for all matters not assigned to the Commonwealth,
and they also adhere to the principles of responsible
government. In the states, the Queen is represented by a

Govemor for each state.
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Liberal Party
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hall not far from Parliament House in Canberra. On
October 16, 1944, the name "The Liberal Party of
Australia" was adopted, uniting the many different
political organisations. Two months later, at the
Albury Conference, the Party's organisational and
constitutional framework was drawn up.

The Organisational and Parliamentary wings
of the Liberal Party each have clearly defined and
separate roles. In the Liberal Party, the Organisational
wing cannot dictate policy but consults with and
advises the Parliamentary wing, particularly on
the development of longer-term policies. The
Parliamentary wing of the Liberal Party is made up of
Federal and State Parliamentarians.

The Liberal Party believes

In the inalienable rights and freedoms of all
peoples; and we work towards a lean government
that minimises interference in our daily lives; and
maximises individual and private sector initiative.

In those most basic freedoms of parliamentary
democracy — the freedom of thought, worship, speech
and association.

In equal opportunity for all Australians; and the
encouragement and facilitation of wealth so that all
may enjoy the highest possible standards of living,

health, education and social justice.
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Australian Labor Party, founded in 1891, is the

largest and oldest political party in Australia. It has
intimate relations with Labor Union, most of whose
members take part in the party. It is recognized as the
representative of Labor Union and now it is the ruling
party of Australia Federal Parliament.

In the 1890s, great strikes shaked the continent
of Australia, particularly the Maritime Strike and the
Shearers' Strike. When a large number of sheep shearers
in Queensland struck against poor conditions and low
wages, the Queensland police responded with violence
and repressed the strike. These industrial conflicts

were seen as a demoralizing blow for labor movement.
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Therefore, people turned to a political solution and ~ RX % TRIERIBKMBRIEF LABRKM
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sought election to parliament by manhood suffrage,
resulting in the formation of the Australian Labor Party.

On November 24th, 2007, the opposition Labor
Party leader Kevin Rudd won a wide margin victory
over the Liberal Party-National Party coalition at the

. . . ! Australian
Australian federal election, returning to power after 11 _ . Multicultural

Council

years.
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National Party

The National Party is formed as a party in the Federal
Parliament on January 22, 1920. The Nationals comprise
both a Parliamentary wing and an Organizational wing.
The Parliamentary wing of The Nationals is made up of
Federal and State Parliamentarians. It is the responsibility
of all members, both Federal and State, to represent their
respective electorates and states and to promote The
Nationals' policy and philosophy.

They believe the future of regional Australia is
critical to the future of the nation. Their priorities

are building stronger regional economies and secure
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